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MR LINCOLN'S RECORD.—No. I.

In the month of Feb__r;ry last, when the per-
' sonal friends and office-holders of President Lix-
* 'goLN began to agitate for his re-nomjnation by the

) Republican party, Mr. HorAcE GREELEY, the ed-

k

aguinst the expediency of stich a step, wrote ss
MOM“: ! d end to re
inate Mr. Lincoln, and endeavor to re-
" ,a:)“':;m: :n. l’é&l‘i: 1864 1 My judgment in-
m a different policy, a different purpose. 1 do ot
deiieve that the course which a true, intalligent regard for
the President's own happiuess and fame would pre-
seribe . ... .. Were he now to aonounca his per-
tory withdrawal from public life on the 4th of March,
f.ﬂ, the closing year of his Presidentisl term would be
' 'oue of the proudest and happiest of his hfs, . . . . . . But
" ‘Jet him be s candidate for re-nominstion und re-elec
. tion, nnd all this will be radly different.  The disas-
.’ !" m'm burdens, the debts, the hopes deferred of the last
 three years wil all be revived to his prejudice, and pa-
yaded before the public eye to his imjury. It wil be in
slsted, &0 long us it ean be without too ready enafutat’on,
that his re eleciion implies a repetition of all that was un-
Y and disereditable in the recent historyof our coun
" try, with interminable war and immeasurabls debt. The
~ facts that Juckson and Clay slike eondemned the re-clec-
tion of a Premdent in office, that both parties have aasert-
~ od the correctness of the oce-term principle, that no Pre-
sident haa for thirty years been re-clected, though several
have sought to be, will all ba considered to his disadvan
tage; the popular belief tbat the re-elaction of a Presi-
dent involves the retention in offics of the great mass of
his appointees—eovery thing would work n_gnmll.' h m"
" Such were the public considerations which in-
duced this warm political Iriend of the President
to oppose his re-nomination, with the possible con-
tipgency of thereby perpetuating for four years
moro ¢ the disasters, the burdens, the debts, and
the hopes deferred,” which have marked his Ad-
migistration of the Government daring the pre-
sent term. ¢ Every thing,” says Mr. Grecley,
# would work sgaivat him.” Tt is impoesible to
find terms more expressive in which to convey the
| grriter’s sense of Mr. Lincola’s want of qualifica-
tion for the bigh cflice to which he was raised four
\jears ago, and to which he sgain aspires by favor
of the Baltimore Republican Convention. '
Now that he hss been placed in re-nomination
before the people, notwitbstanding his repeated
& to deoline a re-election, and notwithstanding
' the zeluctance of a large part of his political friends
o see him in that attitude, it beocmes our d.lll.j to
! innltigtte with candor the claims on which he-
ehallenges the popular suffrages, that we may
oo how far Mr. Greeley was right when he iden-
 tified his past Administration of the Government
wit!® ¢ disasters, burdens, debts, and hopes -de-
ferred.” And tothis end we propose to take areview
of the military and civil career of President Lin-
" ooln during the last three years and a half, that the
people may judge whether, in the idea of Mr.
@reeley, it would be expedient and wise “‘to re-
- produce 1860 in 1864.” We commence with his
* Military Record.
w:‘h“:’ﬂon. Heury J. Raymond, the editor of the
New York Times, and the bicgrapher of Mr. Lincoln,
thus refers in bis “ History of the Adwicistration
of President Lincoln "’ to what he calls the Presi-
dont’s military experience.  We quote from the

18th page of the volume, where Mr. Raymond

itor of the New York Tribune, in s public appeal
|

|

.‘,'"&hen the Black Hawk war broke out in 1542 My
' Lineoln joincd & volunteer company and was made esp-
'S “tain. He was o efficient, fuithful officer, watohful of bis
meil, and prompt in the disoharge of dutyy and his cournge
m.' thrank from no dangers and bardehips
Thus the commander-in-chief of our armies has not been
witbout his bit of military experience-—much more, in
fact, than the most of our brigadier generals had had be-
fore the commencemwent of the war.”

As Mr. Lincoln’s biographer appears to lay

" much stress upon this wilitary experience of the
President qualifying him to fll the respousible
’o;t of commander-in-chief of the armies of the
Union at the present time, when a million of mea
ave in the field, we are sure that the reader would
like to sec Mr. Lincoln’s own estimate of the mili-
tery experience 8o bighly prized by his admiring
biographer  Aceordingly, we quote from a specch
delivered by Mr. LINCOLN in the Touse of Repre-
gentatives m the 27th of July, 1848, as found in
the Appendix to the Congressional Globe, st Ses-
sion of 30th Congress, page 1,042, Weinfer from
it that Mr. Raymond magnifics the position of Mr.
Lincoln io the Black HMawk war, as it scems that
Lo cuiried & mugket and not a sword in that cam-

go. Mr. LINCOLN said :

" way, Mr. Bpoaker, did you koow that 1 am &
mi’m‘.z,u:ru 1’ Yes, lt':-?.iu the dayn of the Biack Hawk
war, I fought, bled, and came away. Epeaking of Gen,
L'nn"o encver reminds me of my own. T was not at Still-
man's defent, but T was about a8 near it as Cass was Lo
Hull's surrevder ; and like him I saw the plaes soon after-
wards. It 18 quite ceriain that Idid not brenk my sword,
forl had none to break ; but 1 bent s musket pretty badly
n;nm ocennion.  1f Caen broke hin sword, the ides is, he
broke it in deaperation ; T bent the musket by meoi-
dent. 1f Gen. Cass went in ndvance o®me in picking
whortleberries, I guess I surpassed him in charges upon
the wild onions. If he aaw wny live fighting Indians it
‘wwas more then I did, but I bad a good many bloody strog-

; with the musquitoes ; and, aithough I rever fainted
'::: luss of biood, I ean truly say I was often very
huogry. Mr. Bpeaker, if 1 should ever concluda to dofl what-
ever our Democratic frienda may suppose there in of black

I cookaae Federatism about me, and thereupon they shnll
take me up as their eandidats for the Presidency, T protest
they sball not muke fun of me, #s they bave of Gen. Cass,
by attewpting to wiile me into a military hero”

As it is not the Democrats but the Republicans

" who have committed the imprudence of first taking
" wp Mr. Lincoln s their oandidate for the Presi-
dency, and of now writing him into & military hero
on the stremgth of his experience in the Black
*Hawk war, we hope that in respeot for his protest

" ¥hey will equally have & care not to “ make fan "’
of him on a subject as to which in 1848 he seemed

to be partioularly sensitive, though not unwilling

.

|
|

Sometimes, however, it is « sad thing for a ne-
tion to have as its commarder-in-chief & man who
“makes fun”’ of very serious things, Andin the
beginniag of the civil troubles which bave since
darkened aud desolated our land, it is known that
Mr, Lincoln, then the President elect of the nation,
could see ia the premonitions of s great popular
gonvulsien nothing butsigns of an “ artificial crisis.”
On his way to Washington, when seven States had
proclaimed themselves, through their Conventiors,
“ out of the Union,” and when all the national
forts located within their bounds were seized snd
held by a disaffected and insurgent population, with
the single exception of Forts Sumter and Pickens,
he proclaimed in jocular tones that * nobody was
hurt,” and that all the excitement which had been
raised ‘“down South’ was nothing more than such
a crisis as might be gotten up at any time by tar-
bulent mea aided by designing politicians. To this
effect he spoke at several points on his way from
Springficld to Washington. We will cite but a

single instance or two, selecting in the first place

from the remarks made by Mr. Lincoln at Pitte-
burgh, in Pennsylvanis, on the 15th of February,
186L.  We quote from Mr. Raymond’s biography,

p. 86

“ Notwithstanding tbe troubles scross the river [the
apesker pointed southwardly soross the Monongahels and
smiled | there is no erisis but an artificial one. What 18
there to warrsut the condition of affuirs presented by our
friends over the river? ‘I'ske even their view of the ques
tions involved, sud there is nothiog to justify the eourse
they sre pureuing. I repeat, then, thete 18 no erisie ex-
oepting auch a one as may be gotten up at any time by tur-
buient men, aided by designing politicians.” :

To the same cffect he speke on the 15th of Feb-
raary, in Cleveland, Ohio, as follows :

“ Why all this excitement 7 Why ara thess compla‘nts 1
Aa 1 waid before, this crisisisall art fisial. It %me o founda-
tion in fact. 1t was not * argued up,’ snd, as the saying is,
it osnnot be argued down,  Let it elone and it will go down
of itself. [Laughter ]"

Such was the festive spcech and such was the
presoience with which President Lincoln acceded
to the Presidential ohair, at a time when the hearts
of good men and sagacious patriots were failing
them for fear of the things to come on the land.
Bafely installed in the Exeoutive Mansion, what
did Mr. Liocoln do in crder to assuage the ¢ artifi-
cial” excitement at the South? He had said at
Clevcland that “if we would lct it alene it would
godown of itself ;”” and many who were very far
from concurring with him in the opinion that the
““ crisis’ was an artificial one believed that this was
the best mede of treating it.

A weck or two after the inauguration of Mr.
Lincoln it was suthoritatively ** given out” that
this ““let alone”” policy would be pursued by the
Administration in regard to the insurgent States,
and that, in order to avoid all ocession of offcnce,
our garrison would be withdrawn from Fort Sum.
tex; the only psint of irritating oontact in the
South. A few weeks later Mr. Lineoln, acting
under what ““pressure” we are not able to say, re-
considercd this determination and dispatched an
expedition to Charleston harbor fur the purpose
of reinforcing Major Anderson, peaceably if allow-
ed, if not by force. The expedition was placed
under the command of Capt. Fox, the present
cnergetic Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

We all know what was the upshot of this expe-
dition, which, though it failed to reinforce ¥ort
Sumter, gave: to the iosurgents just the pretext
they wantcd for lighting up the flames of civil
war. Bat perhaps it is not geoerally known that
the expedition failed through the neglect of the
President to furnish to Capt. Fox the co-operation
of a war vessel, which he had made a condition of
the expedition.  On this point we have to cite the
following cxtract from a letter addresscd by the
President to that gentleman, under date of May
Ist, 1861. (See Report of the Sccretary of the
Navy in relation to armed vessels, p. 607 :)

“WaAsHINGTON, May 1, 1861.

““My DEar Bir: I sincerely regret that the failure of
the late uttempt to provision Fort Sumter should ba the
surca of any snnoyanee to you. The practicsbility of
your plau was not, in fact, brought to test. By reason of
a gale, well kvown in advanes to be possible snd not im-
probeble, the tugs, an essential part of the plan, never
resched the gruund, while by sn meecident, fur which you
were in no wise responsible, and possibly Ito some extent
was, you were deprived of a war vessel with her men, which
you desmed of great vmportance to the enterprise.”

Thus, by the violence of the insurgents on the
one hand, and by the departure of the President
from his promised “let alone’” policy on the other,
the nation was plunged into civil war. Whether
the crisis was an “artificial” one may bo read in
the scenes which have ensued since that fatal 12th
of April, 1861, when the attack on Fort Sumter
bocame the signal for which the zealots on both
sides were waiting in their cageraess to begin the
dreadful fray. Whether the President ¢ under-
stood his epoch’ may be read in all that he said
before the couflict was precipitated, as it may be
scen in what he has done since the bloody issue
was joined.

The nation sprang to arms at his summons, con-
tained in his proclamation of April 15, 1861,
ealling for 75,000 men for three months. He
judged this force sufficient to defend the national
capital, sud to recover the national property aeilg
by the insurgents in the Seceded States, to whi

| latter task he announced its first efforts would be

directed. We noed not say that it never engaged
in this enterprise, as the President had so miseal-
culated the nature of the “ artificial crisis’’ that he
was compolled to retain nearly the wholo of the
“threc months’ men” for the defence of Wash-
ington. ‘

When Congress met in extraordiuary sossion on
the 4th of July, 1861, he recommended as fol-
lows :

“ It is now recommended that you give the legal means
Jor making this contest @ short and a decisive ome; that

onplace at e control of the Government JSar the work at
east four hundred thousand men and Jour hundred mil-
h'ﬂ; qf"llk::-‘ T.::‘un:ﬁ-h?r& man is u:u'm oue tenth
t thoss o r u ' apparent-
fy all luwpxll:i":to ecgnge ; - "mf’&m R
twenty-third part of the money value

who seem resdy to devote the who
dred millions of dollars now is a

#o ““make fun’’ of himself.

struggle ; and the mone
even & greater proportion

-

the population.

Eurely each wan bas as strong a motive
70w 10 prescrve
them

our liberties ns each bad then to establish

" A right result st this time will be worth more to the
world thao ten times the men and ten times the mouey.
Tbe evidenca reaching us from the country leaves no doubt
that the muterial for the work is sbundant, snd that it
neads only the hand of legislation to give it legal eanctien
and the band of the Executive to give it practical shape
and efficiency  One of the greatest perplezities of the Gov.
ernment is to avoid receiving troops faster than it can pro-
vide for them. In a word, the people will save their Gov-
ernment if the Government itself will do its part only
indifferently well.”

Buch was Mr. Lincoln’s estimate of the  erisis”
when, oeasing to be ¢ artificial,” it had passed, in
July, 1861, into an armed sedition, threatening
the safety of the national capital, and drawing
eleven States in its train. If four hundred thou-
sand men and four hundred million dollars were
plaecd at the control of the Government the con-
test would be “short and decisive!” And such
was then the martial and patriotic spirit of the
people that one of the gratest perplexities of the
Government was to avoid receiving troops faster
than it could provide for them. Well might Mr.
Linccln say that ¢ the people would save their Go-
vernment, i/ the Government itself would do its
part indifferently well ;- and as the Government
is not yet saved, after two millions of men have
been put in the field Jor three years, and of er a
debt of wore than two thousand millions has been
contracted, it is only just te infer, according to
Myr. Lincoln’s own admission, that the Govern-
ment has NOT done its part even indifferently well.
o
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In a few weeks after the opening of the conflict
precipitated by the bombardment of Fort Sumter,
the New York Tribune, which thus early showed
itself to be the power behind the President strong-
er than the President himself, demanded that ¢ the
war should be closed in trinmph within one year
from the time it was commenced.” These were
the words it held on the 19th of June, 1861 : -

. On the advent of the next spriog pence rhould assert
its benignant rule ; Iabor and iodustry should return to
their ficlds and their #hi pa ; trade and commsarce should
resume their accustomed chanpels ; leari ing, genius, and
virtue wbould onece more pursue the even tenor of their
way ; and our eivil institutions, restored to their firm foun-
dntious, should receive more than the wonted regard and
sffection of our peopls, becauss of the trying nrdpsl
through which they bave passed Whether to aceompliah
this end, ere another hot sens 10 opens upon us, will require
half & million of men, and five hundred millions of money,
we know not."”

In the same article it said :

“ In subduing & revolt, if & Government allows the con-
test to becom» an equal one batween the loyal forces and
the ineurgeats, what would otherwises have termina‘ed in a
single short, sharp, but thorough ard fiual eollirion, ex-
pards into the proportions of s campaign, with its skir-
mishes und sieges, and their slternating reverses and tri
umphs. And, if this equilibriam of forces is pul_'milt.egl to
eanticus thirough many months, a rebellion, which might
have been crushed by une prompt battle, widens into war
on » gigantic scale.,”

This theory was cntirely eorrect, but, as in the
case with the most of the Tribune’s theories, it was
wrongly spplied to the facts of the case. ' Presum-
ing that 75,000 three months’ men were quito able
to bring on a single “short and sharp but tho-
rough ”” collision which_would end the rebellion,
the Tribune began at once to raise the cry of “on
to Richmond ”* Gen. Soott resisted, knowing the
want of preparation on'the part of our authoritics
for an offcnsive movefient, but the more he resist-
ed the more vchemently did the Tribune shout
‘“on to Richmond.” Such was the phrenzy raised
by the cuckoo-cry throughout the country, and
such the cfleet of its reflex action on an Adminis-
tration which takes its impulse from external ¢ pres-
sure,” that, in the end, the President and Gen.
Scott both yielded, and the battle of Bull Run
was fought on Sunday, July 21, 1861, to appease
the clamors of the Tribune. Tt was the first fruits

of the “ pressure” which has since brought forth

other fruits after its kind, in the shape of eivil and
military disaster.

Five days after the disaster and rout of Bull
Rua the New York Times in its issue of July 26,
1861, wrote a8 follows :

“ The question is, who decided that the attack should be

made? Who determined that the road to Rictimond
suould be by Manasras Jusetion 7 Who is responsible for
the plan of operations by which & battle at thie puint, se

lected by the rebels themasives, sdmirably adapted for deo.
fenoe, furt fied through three long months of inoessant
Iabor, accessible to their reinforoewents from both direo

tious, and in &ll respects precissly such a position s they
wight wieh to make it, beoame & matter of necsssity 1 The
paragraph quoted above, for the purpose of relieving tie
President and Cabinet, throwa the responmibility upon
Gon. Seott.  We have not the slightest desire to involve
the President nud Cabinet in any responsibility that does
not belong to them; but, on the other band, we do not in-
tond that Gen. Heott ehiall be loaded with blame fof sets
whieh wore done by others. We know that Gen. Beott
woe nppiuﬂd to this plln of the campnign fmu;a the begin.
ning; he desmed it unwise to make Kichmond the main
point of the movement; but after that had been decided
agninil bim, be was oppored to marching against it by the
longest nud most difficult route, through s country every
fuot of whieh would be obsiinately defended, and which
mwust ba held by & strong foree after it had onee besn takon,
‘This we know to be true—and in spite of the delieacy of
vuch disclosures, we shall not hesitate to state the author.
ity for it. It is that of Gen. Seott himself.

“On the Tussday preceding the battle, Gen. Seott, al his
own table, in presence of his aids snd s single guest, dis-
cussed the whels subject of this war, in all ite parts, and
with the utmost eclearness and aceursey. He had a dis

tinet and well defined opinion on every poiot connected
with it; nod stated what bis pl 0 would be for bringing it to
& elose, if the mansgement of it had been leit in his hands.
‘I'he main object of the war, he said, was to briog the peo
pla of the revellions Statea to feel the pressure of the &r

eroment; to compel them to return o their obedioncs and
loyalty. And this must be done with the least possible
expenditure of lirve, evmpnatible with the attainment of the
objeot. No Christisn nation can be justified, he said, in
waglog war in such & way as shall five bundred
and one lives, whoao the ohjeet of the war can bs attained
ata oost of five bundred. Every min killed bayond the
unmber absolutely required is murdered. Hence, he
lo« ked upon il shooting of pickets, all seouting forays not
required in order to advance the general objeot of the war,
ull destruotion of -life, on either side, which did not con-
tribute fo the general result, as 4o many aots of unjustifia.
ble homicida,

‘Af the matter had been left to him, he said, he would
have commenced by & perfect blockade of every Southern
port on the Atlantio and the, Gulf. Thea be would have
collsoted a large force ot the Capital for defensive pur-
poses, and another larga one on the Missinnippi for ofien-
sive operations. The summer months, during which it is
madoess to take tr- ops south of 8t Louw, should have
been devoted to tactical instruction; and, with \he first
frosts of autuma, he would have taken a colomn of 80,000
well-disciplined troops down the Mississippi, and tsken
every important point ou that river. New Orleans inolod-d.
It could been dome, he said, with greater case, with less
loss of life, and with far more important results than would

tend the marching of an army te Riekmond. At eight
:ﬂnu the river would probably bave been .8
eight battios would bave been necessary : but in every one
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of them success could bave been mude certain for us. The
Missisaippi sud the Atlsotic ounee vurs, the Bouthern
Btates would have been cowpelled, by the natural and in-
evitable preesure of eveots, to seek, by a return to the
Union, escape from the ruin that would specdily over-
whelm them ont of it *‘I'his,' swid he, ‘was my plan.
But I am only & subordinate. It is my business to give
advice wheo it ia neked, aud to obey arders when they aro
given. [shall daoit. ‘There are gentlemen in the Cazim-t
who know mueh mora about war than I do, and who have
far greater influence than I have in determining the plan
of the enmnpaign. Thers never was & more Just and op-
right men than the President—never ooe who desired
more sincerely Lo promote the best interast of the coun| ry.
But there are men among his edvisers who consult their
own resentments fur more than the diotates of wisdom
and experience—and these men will probubly decide ths
plan of the campaign | aball do, or aifempt, whatever [
sm ordered to do. But they must not hold me respongible.
If I am ordered to go to Richmond, I shall eudeavor to do
it. But I know perfectly well that they have o clngep-
tion of the difficultics we shall encounter. I kuow the
country—how sdmirably adapted it is to defence, «wud how
resolutely and obstinately it will be defsnded. 1 would
like nothing better than to take Richmond. Now that it
hus been disgraced by becoming the eapital of ths rebel
Coufederacy, I tesl s ressutment towsrds it, and shoul
like nothing better than to ecatter ite Congress to the
winds. But I have lived long enough to know that humsn
resenlment is a very bad foundation for o public policy ;
aud these gentlomen will live long enough to lesrn it also,
I shall do what I am ordered. 1 shall fight when and
whe.o 1 am commanded. But if I am compelled to fight
before I am ready, they ohall mot hold me responsible.
‘I'neso geotivmen must tuke the responybility of their acts,
us 1 am willing to take that of mine. But they must not
throw their respomsibility on wy shoulders,”

Such were the plans of Gen. Scott. How they
were overruled the Times procceded to explain in
the same article by saying that the President, in
such a matter as fighting battles on which the fate
of the country hung, was to a very great extent in
the hands of his Cabinet. Tt said:

“ President Lineoln is not likely, of bis own motion, to
have overruled Gen. Seott and to bave fureed him to fight
t baitlo againet his will. But Precident Lineola 8, 10 &
very greal extent, in euch a mnatter sa this, in the hands ol
hia Cobinet. A portion of thut Cabinet is &pown to huve
full nud entire eonfidesco in the military ability of Gen,
Heott;” while another portion 1w e qually well known to bo
goverved by sentiments of personal dislike which smount
dlmoet to batred. Te is not necessary to spocify induvi-
dusle Il is » matter of notoriety that some mewbers ol
the Cabinet bave dins hittie else during the last few wesks
than to denounee Gan. Seott, ridiculs his plans of the
cumpaign, and decluim on the necessity of overruling or
superseding him. 3 hay have sucepeded in overrulivg him,
with what results the eountry knows too well,

" " % “Letiha Presid-ut moke up bis own miad on
this point, and then meke his Cabinet @ unit upon it, Ti
the Bloirs nud the Gradleys end the radieal eontemners of
experience eud ecience in military mattsrs are to bear
sway, let it be undisputsd. Let them have full possession
of the Goverament, and take all the reaponsibility of its
ruin. If not, let them retre and give place to men of
cooler tewper and of wiser beads. The worst thing (he
President can do in this erisis ja to hesitats and allow
things to dryft at random, as they are now duing."

Here, thep, we have, 1n the untoward result of

the ¢ collision” precipitated by the Tribune on the
21st of July, 1861, the origin of a contest which
has expanded not only iuto ¢ the proporgion of a
campaign,” but into the proportion of four succes-
sive campaigns, without as yot any end being
reached. The very means taken by the Adminis-
tration at srcond-hand from the New York journal
for the purpose of *¢ erashing the rebellion by one
prompt battle” eaused the strugglo to  widen into
war on a gigaatic scale.” Gen. MoClellan, at the
advice of Gen. tcott, was called from his victorious
carcer in West Virginia to retrieve the fortuncs of
the Republic, imperilled aud lost by partisan folly
on the field of Bull Run.
gell to the defence of the capital, and, afier educing
order out of the chaos created by the late rout, be-
gan the copstruction ol those works which have
since proved the suie defence of our city mgaiust
the approach of the encmy, and against his ingress
when by military shiftlessness he has been allowed
to approach our very gates, as in July last. Had
it not been for these much derided works, the city
of Washington would have then fallen an casy prey
to a single detachment of Gea. Early’s army.
Oa the 31st of October, 1861, Gen. Soott re.
signed his chief command of the srmics of the
Union. Gen. MeClellan was called by the Pcesi-
dent to succecd. In his ensuing annual message
ty» Congress Mr. Lincoln thus referred to the oon-
siderations which dictated this choice :

“ With tho retitement of Gen. Seott oame the Executive
duty of appointing, in his stead, s Genersl in-Chin of the
army. 1t is & fortunale cireumstance that neither in coun-
cil nor eountry was there, 8o far an [ know, any difference
of opinion ks to the proper person to be solacted  The
retiring ehiet repeatedly sxpressed his Judgment in favor
of Gen. MeClellan for the position; and in this the pation
seemed (o give s unsnimous econeurrence. The designa
tien «f Gen. MeClollan is, therefors, in conaiderabls de-
gree, the selection of the eountry as well ss of the Exeou-
uve; sad hence thore 8 better remson to hopa thers will
be given him the confidence and cordial support thus, by
fmir impliention, promised, and without whioh he eannot,
with wo fuli efficiency, serve the aouantry.

“It baa bren swid that one bad gencral is better than
two good oner: and the saying is true, if taken to menn o
more than that an sarmy is bettor directea by a single wind,
though infer or, than by two superior ones t varianes and
erose-purpores with each other ™

And o, on the st of November, 1861, General
McClellan became the Gencral-in-Chief of the Ar-
mics of the Usited States. He scomed to have,
and we think that he really had, the confidenoo and
the support of the President uatil the latter could
no longer withstand the ¢ pressare” brought to bear
against Gen. McClellan and bimself. For, while
MecClellan was organiziog his arwies, the same tur-
bulent faction which had goaded the President into
fighting the battle of Bull Run before he was rea-
dy, beeame now still more vociferous in ity onterics
against Gen. McClellan's “delays” The last in-
junction of Gen. Seott to the youog General-in-Chief
had been ““never permit any power on earth to
make you deviate from your well-conecived plans,”
and the politieal strategists soon found that Gen.
McClellan was not a man to be moved from bis
stendfastness.  Henoo the violence of their clamor
agaiost him, A juint committes of both Tl uacs
of Conyress was 1nised to preside over the * oon-
duct of the war,” and it maet assiduously perform.
ed its function by doing all in its power to destroy
the confidence of the people and to wesken the
faith of the President in Gen. McClellan.  The
“loyal” maxim which inculeates the duty of up-
holdieg the hands of those who bear aloft the ban-
ner of the Republic had not then been invented.
It was reserved for the beaefit of Generals of an-
other political mould. *1he same radieal con-
temners of experience and science in military af-
fairs’ who had pestored and vilified General Soott
now joined in the effort to hunt down General Me-
MoClellan.

He first addressed him- |

ted States aguinst tho iosurgent forces”

good day for commencing military operations. All

the roads at that season of the year were left cut
of acecunt. (Ia the following years the same ar-
my, under tl}o. conmand successively of Fooker
and of Grant, did not bsgin to move until the
month of May.) -

On the 31st of January, 1862, the President om
dere “that all the disposable forces of the Army
of the Potomao, after providing for the safety of
Washington, be formed iato an expedition for the
immediato object of seizing and oceupying a point
upon the railroad southwest of ManassasJunction.”
On the 2d of February, drawing, we presume,
on what Mr. Raymond calls his *military expc-
rience’” in.the Black Hawk war, the President
wrote to Gen. MeClellan as follows :

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, February 2, 1562
Msjor General MeCLELLAN—My Dear Bir: You snd 1
bave distivet snd different plane for & movement of the
Arwy of the Potemne. Yours to be done by the Chesa-
peake, up the Rappabsunock to Urbana, and seroes and to
the torunuus of the railfosd on the York river; mine to

move direotly to & puiat on the railrosd southwest of Ma-
LOBRES,

11 you will give me eatisfuctory answers to the following
questions L sball gladly yield my plaw o yours -

Ist. Does not gour plsn isveive a greatly lnrgar expens
diture oi tiwe sua money than mine? 24 Wherein 18 &
vielory more eertaio by your plan than mine 7 31, Where-
in 18 8 victory more valusble by your pluu thsn mine 7 4.

u fuet, would it not be less valuable in this, that it would
bresk uo great lne of the etewy's eomwmunications, while
mine would ! Lih. In enze of disaster, would not a re-
treal bo wo o difficult by your plan than mine ?

Yuurs, truly, A LincoLw,

On the Sth of March, 1862, the President or-
dercd Gen. MeClellan to orgauize that part of his
army destued for active operations into four army
corps, under Gens. McDowell, Sumner,, Heintzol-
man, and Keyes; and ordered farther that Gen.
Wadaworth take command of the forces left for the
dcfvnce of Washington.

Oa Mareh 11th, by order of the President, Gien.
MoClellan was relieved «f command of all the army
exeept tho “ Department of the Potomao,” and the
Mountain Department was created for Gen. Fre-
mont, and a large division of MeClellan’s army
was taken away from him (o be pluced under Fre-
mont’s command. This was the first change in the
(ieneral’s plan. <
Just as Gen. MoClellan was about embarking for
Fortress Monroe, having previcusly sent his army
thither, he ceceived the following note from Mr
Lincoln, written, it will be seen, under a ¢ pres-
sure,”’ notwithstanding the latter had, a few days
before, promised not to do what was ordered in the
note:

Fxecurive MANSION,

Washington, March 31, 1502.
Major General MeCLELLAN.
My DEar Bi: This morning I felt constrained to order
Bl# ker's division to Fremont; and I will write this to
meur: you that I do so with great pain, urd-ratanding 1hat
you would wish it otherwise.  If you could know the Sull
PRESSURE of the caso I am conviuced you woidd jusafy it,
avan boyond s mers nckoowledyment that the communysi-
in-chiel may order what ha plesses

Yours, very truly, A LINCOLN.

It was under such omens that Gen. MeClellan
proceeded to the Virgisia Peninsula.

Before le left Washington an ordcr had been
issued by the War D partment placing Fort Mon-
roe and its dependencies under his.contrel, and aun-
thorizing him to draw from the troops under Gen.
Wool a division of about ten thousand men, which
was to be assigncd to the First Corps. ‘Duriog the
night of the 8d of April he rceeived a telegram
from the adjutant general of the army, stating that,
by the President’s order, he was deprived of all
contrel over Gen. Wool and the troops under his
command, and forbidden to detach any of that (ienc-
ral's trcops without his sanction.

This order left Gen. McClellan without any base
of operativns under his own control.

It was a part of Gen. McClellan’s plan to use
McDowell’s corps for a flank movement, which
would huve made theimmediate evacuation of York-
town u necessity, cven if did not emable him to
capture the encwy there.  While under fire before
Yorktown he reccived theintelligence that MoDow-
ell was ordered to remain before Washington

This was' done on the 4th of April. The
troops composiog the advanee of ecash cclumn
were, during the afternoon of that day, under
a warm artillery fire—the sharpshooters even of the
right column bing engeged, when covering recon-
noissances. It was at this stage and moment of
the campaign that the followiog telegram was sent
to Gen. McClellan :

ADJUTART GENERAL'S OFFICE, APRIL 4, 1862,
Gen McCLELLAN @ By divection «f the President, Gen.
MeDowell's nimy corps bins been detached from the foree
utder youe immedinte sommand, aud the General is to re-
port to the Beoretary of War; letter by mail,
L. Tromas, Adjutant General.

Did ever a General enter on & campaign under
such malign auspices 7

It was st thissame datethat the following change
in the Military Departments in Virginia was or-
dered :

* Furst. That that poitionof Virgioia and Maryisod lying
between the Mountain Lepartment ans the plue Ridge
shall constitute a Military Department, to be cailed tne
Departarant of the Yhenandosb, and be under the command
iwf Meyor General Banks. 3

* Second  “I'hat tust portion of Virginia east of the Blue
Ridgn and weat of the Polomae and the Frede iekabusg
and Richmo: d railrond (ineluding the Dapartment of the
Distriet of Columbis aod the eountry between the Po-
omac and Patuxeat ) shall ba o military distriet, to be ealled

the Department of the Rappabaunoek, and be wnder the
command of Major General Mc Dowelt "

By this regulation the former Military Depart-
ment of Gen. MeUléllan was subdivided into three
distinot and independent districts, and the forces
formerly subject to his orders were subdivided into
threo distinet and independent commands, of
which he had the most important, but the com-
mands of Gen. Banks wnd of Gen McDowell were

considerations of weather and of the condition of

Acting under the influence of these  radical
contemners of experience and science in military
affairs,” the President issued an order on the 27th
of January, 1862, commandiong that *“the 22d of
February, 1862, should be the day for a general
movement of the land and naval forces of the Uni-
The
President soems to have assumed that the anni-
versary of the birthday of Washington would be &

henoeforth governed in all their movements by
an authority other than that of Gen, MoClellan,
whether by the President directly or indirectly
through the Seoretary of War it is needless to in-
quire, since all acts of sn executive character are,
in contemplation of law and of constitutional re-
*ponsibility, the acts of the President of the United
States.

We need not pause to demonstrate that the re-
gulation by which the Administration constituted
the two separate and independent departments of
the Rappahannock ard of the Shensndoah Valley
proved to be most unfortunate and ill-advised.
Whether from the inherent infelicity of such an
arrangement, or from the little wisdom with which

disaster attended the operations of our srmies iu
bogh these military distriots.

hough Gen. MeDowell was thus removed from
the command of Gen. McClellan, an order was sent
from Washington directing Gen. McClellan to ex-
tendlhis right wiog to the north of Richmond uatil
MeDowell could effect a junction with it via Fre-
dericksburg, under direction of the President.
The order to this effect, under date of May 18,
1861, was as follows :

““ Gen. MeDowell is ordered, keeping himself always in
porition 1o ssye the Capital from sl poasible attack, #o to
Operats 83 £o put his left wing in esmmunieation with
your right wiog, and you are instructed to ou-nparate so as
to establish this eomwunication as soou as poasible by ex-
tending your right wing to the north of Richmond. It is
believed that this comwunieation can be snfely eatablishy d,

wither north or wouth of tue Pamunkey river In any eveot,
you will ba able to

lorces Irum lsaving Richmond and faliing in overwhelming
foree upon Gen. McDowell  He will move with between
thirty five and forty thousand men."”

In order to swell the column of Gen. McDow-
ell the column of Gen, Banks in the valley of the
Shenandoah was reduced to & mere handful, and
an oppertunity was thus created for that incursion
of Jackson which broke. up all the military o. m-
binations formed by the Administration for the rein-
f reement of Gen. MoClallan, while the Shonardogh
Valley thereupon became the theatre on which &
medley of commands, all moving under orders from
Washington at eross lines snd equally eross pur
poses, suceeeded in nothing except to convinoe the
Administration that’ its military subdivisions had
proved exccediogly unfortunate. And, as if to
make expiation for the mistake, the three depart-
ments of Gen. Fremont, of Gen. Banks, and of
Gen. McDoweil were snddenly, by order of the
President, merged into one. The unity of ccm.
mand which had been disturbed by the order of
April 4th was thuy partially restored by the order
which announced, on the 26h of June, ths consoli-
dation of the armies of Gens. Fremont, Banks,
and MoDowell into a single army under commind
of Major Gea. Pope.

But in the mean time, by the opportunity offer-
ed for Jackson's foray and by the panio whichtt«g
foray erated ingofficial quarters, all thought of re-
inforcing Gen. McClellan hsd been postponad fur
the capture of the rebel force which bad introdaced
this disturbing element into the military oaloula-
tions of the Administration. Gen. MoDowell was
taroed from his proposed march in the direetion
of Richmond to jiin in the  chase” of Jackson,
who succeeded not only in eluding his pursuers,
but who wes so incfliviently followed by those
‘“ pursucrs’” that while entrenchments wero being
thrown up agamst him ia the valley of the She-
nandoah he hurled his entire force against the
solumn of Gen. MeClellan at Richmond, already
called to cope with an enemy believed to be Inrge-
ly superior in numbers before (Gen. Lee had re-
ceived this sudden aecession.

For this fuilure of the caggpaign our military
authorities in Washington were directly responsi-
ble. No blame in the premises was imputed by
them to Gen. McClellan, and the President, equally
desirous to cxonerate himself from censure, as-

eribed the utoward resalt to “ the natore of the
case.”’

Reviewing the whole campaign in its number of
July 7, 1862, the editor of the New York Timcs,
with all the facts then before _ him, wrote as fol-
lows. The article is intercating because it was
published at a time when that jourrial had no par-
tisan purpose to subserve, as it now has, by the
defamation of Gen. McClellsn. Tt then said :

("It is vory ensy, now that the affsir is over, to pereeive
the cause of MeClel'an's recent reverse. At the last n o-
ment, wheo lenst expected, and equally to the BUTPTites
we heve 0o doubt, of President Lincoln, Seeretary Stan-
ton, nnd Gen. McClellsn himsell, Stopewsll Jackeon
rushed from the Valley of the Shenandonb, attacked with
50,000 men our right wing of 20,000, foreed 1t back and
ot in rear of our whole army, withous weakening the rebel
Jorce massed in fromt of it by a single man. No Genersl
on earth could make bead ngainst such a comp de guerre.
If MeClellan had stuod bis ground and fought in such &
powition, nothing in the world could have prevented the
utter snuibilation of the Army of the Potomas. That he
saved the aruy sguinst wich odds sod uoder such eiroum.
stanees, and that be has bra.n abls to place it upon & new
base of operations from which be may renew his attack
upon the rebel capital with inereased chanoes of sucovss,
e ffords such proof of consummate gemeralship as few ficing
soldiers can show,

“Gen. McClellan was not taken by surprise in an a!-
tack on bis right wing. He foresaw it, and bad prapared
for it. He knew that it was the weakest part of his lice,
and that as it was the on'y cover for his communica'ions
It offsred very stroog temptations for ao sttack  Hie army
was not large enough to oover the whole of his long line
He called over and vver agsin for reinforosmenta to enable
him to do so, but he could not get them. The Govern
ment had none 1o spara.  While the rebels esn conoentrate
their forees upon n single poiul we are uoder the fatsl
necemity of covering 8 dozen.  Jackson was ravaging the
Valley of the Skeanodosb, and menasocing Maryland avd the
Oupital. Ewell had joived him with all bis force. The
Goverawent natarally hesitated about incurriog & danger
which eame cloge home to it by sending away its troops to
guard against one which secised remote aad doubtful. The
atrength of the reb:ls at Richmond, moreover, was studi-
ously uoderrated. Prediotions were (reely uttered that it
would vanish when approached—that theic numbers would
prove to be leas than those of McClelisa’s army, and that
tie could very well take cure of himeelf. All there things
had their effect. They begat ia the public mind sg undug

these two departments were directed from Wash. .
ington, certain it is that nothing but failure and ;

prevent the main body of the enemy's .



